BELOW    THE    LINE
anything. But they may have been, so I cannot very well ask
Biala to ask him to stop his bus whilst I talk to a pedlar
in a fez.
The bonnet of the bus is level with that Oriental. He has
a cigarette hanging from his lower lip.
They say those fellows are really police-spies in France.
They are paid to sit about in cafes and public places and,
since they appear to know no civilized language. Communists
and conspirators and cambrioleurs and comelots du roi talk
before them freely. . . .
You observe that none of the inhabitants of Hollyoak
takes the least notice of him. What does that mean? It might
mean that there are colonies of these Mohammedans all over
the State of Delaware so that they are familiar objects- How
do I know! I know nothing about the State of Delaware.
No one does. No one ever met anyone from Delaware.
The most I ever heard about the Diamond State is that
someone once said to me: Delaware is ruled by one man,
isn't it? ... Which is what has always made Delaware
seem a sort of fairy-tale State. As if the feudal system may
be here still alive. . . „ They certainly boast. , . , But no,
it is other people who boast for them . . . tourist agencies,
and so on, that they still plough with oxen at Henlopen Acres
and draw water from the well there with a bucket and that
sort of wooden arm called . . . But what it is called in
American I never can call to mind and in English it isn't
called anything in particular. Anyhow, I have been taken to
see the span of oxen at Henlopen and seen them draw water
with the arm . . . and thrown pennies into the well for
some sort of luck, I forget what. Perhaps to pick up someone
in the bus and get-married-quick. . . . Anyhow again, no
one is taking the slightest notice of that Oriental studying
the scarlet and white gadgets of the filling station.
§
That may be because the inhabitants of Hollyoak are as
bored with exotic passers-by as are the inhabitants of London
where a Zulu in war-paint doesn't get an eyelid raised for
him* That may well be. Hollyoak appears as asleep as one

